
Electricity in the home -
Guide to fire safety



Introduction
According to government statistics, there were over 47,000 accidental fires in

dwellings that were reported to the Fire and Rescue Service in the UK during 2005.

Furthermore, a recent government survey of houses in England recognises that fires

reported to the Fire and Rescue Service represent only about a quarter of all fires

that occur in dwellings.  

Most of us take electricity for granted. We use it daily and forget that it can be

dangerous if not treated with respect. Of the reported fires, 17% are caused by

electrical faults and a further 26% are caused by the ‘misuse of electrical

equipment and appliances’. It is therefore important that we do all we can to

reduce the risk of a fire starting in our home due to an electrical problem.  

By having the electrics in your home checked regularly and by taking some

simple precautions when using electrical appliances, the risk of fire can be

significantly reduced. 



• Find out the age of your wiring, and get the installation

checked at least every 10 years and when you move into a

new home. If you are in rented accommodation, the electrical

installation and appliances provided by the landlord are that

person’s responsibility.  Ask to see a copy of the certificate or

report confirming that the installation complies with the

regulations and is safe to use

• Check your sockets frequently – if you see burn marks or feel

excessive heat, get a registered installer in to check whether

they need repairing or replacing  

• Turn off any electrical appliances that are not being used,

particularly at night, when a fire can spread quickly and have

more serious consequences

• Frequently check flexible cables to appliances for damage,

such as fraying and deterioration to confirm that they are

suitable for continued use.  Also check to see that the cable is

securely fastened to the plug. These checks should be carried

out with the appliance unplugged 

• Be careful when using hand-held electrical appliances and

ensure that they are switched off and unplugged when you

have finished using them.  This is particularly so with items that

get very hot such as hair dryers and curling tongs which, if get

left on, can easily set alight any flammable material that they

are in contact with  

• Check the current rating of an adaptor before you plug in

appliances to ensure that the total current used by the

appliances does not exceed the adapter’s rating.

DO:



Cooking Appliances

Government statistics show that the largest

number of reported accidental fires in homes,

almost 12,000 each year, is caused by the misuse of

electrical cooking appliances, including microwave cookers.

Therefore special care needs to be taken to reduce the likelihood of a fire

being caused by electrical means in a kitchen. This includes:

• Not letting leads from other appliances like kettles or toasters trail

across the cooker.    

• Never drying towels on or near the cooker

• Not letting fat and grease build up on the cooker, especially in the

grill pan where it can easily catch fire.

• Ensuring that the cooker is turned off when you have finished using it.

DON’T:
• Overload electrical adaptors by plugging in too many

appliances to one socket - this is particularly so for

high current appliances such as kettles, irons and

heaters.  It is much better to have additional sockets

installed by a registered installer. 

• Put electric heaters near curtains or furniture or

attempt to dry clothes on them.     

• Cover the air vents on storage heaters or fan heaters.

• Trail flexible cables under carpets or rugs.

• Use a bulb with a higher wattage than that indicated

on a light fitting or lamp shade.



What is the
Electrical Safety Council?

The Electrical Safety Council is a consumer safety body

supported by all sectors of the electrical industry as well as

local and central government.  It deals with all electrical

safety matters associated with electrical installations and

products on behalf of consumers. It is an independent,

non-profit making organisation, registered as a charity. 

The Electrical Safety Council is a driving force in the field of

electrical safety for the protection of consumers, working

with other organisations to improve standards and promote

best practice. 

Smoke Alarms

If a fire starts in your home, a smoke alarm will buy

you valuable time. Modern alarms are neat and

unobtrusive, and cost under £10. You don’t need to be a DIY

expert to fit one, and in certain circumstances your local fire

brigade will install one for you for free.    

There are special alarms for

older people, and for people

with disabilities and other

special needs. Your local

fire brigade will be able

to advise you on what

is available. 



The Electrical Safety Council is working with the Department for Communities and Local

Government and other organisations to try to reduce the number of accidental fires caused by

electricity in homes.  The Government is also running a ‘Fire Kills’ campaign, and has produced

a number of useful fire safety leaflets which can be found at:  www.firekills.gov.uk/leaflets
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